
A new year has gotten underway and there are some major changes for FAST. 

We decided to start meeting just one Saturday a month instead of two.  We will meet on the 2nd Saturday of each month 

which accommodates our picnic and holiday party. We will still be at 17th Street Bar and Grill at 10 AM unless it is a special 

event in which case, you will be notified via email of the time and place. If we find that we need an extra meeting, we can 

always plan one. 

We have had a couple of meetings this year that were “round table” discussions which always benefit everyone – lots of 

good discussions.  

Our first guest speaker was Conal Doyle. He is a leading attorney  representing amputees and prosthetists in insurance 

and personal injury claims.   He became an amputee himself at the age of two and has gone through many prosthetics so 

that he can walk, run and especially ski. He told us that if we should ever need help, please contact him. As he is an adver-

tiser in FAST Times, you have the information on how to contact him. We were sorry that more people could not be at the 

meeting as he was fascinating. 

We went bowling the end of February (our last meeting on the 4th Saturday). This was the Conal Doyle bowling outing as 

we had some extra money because of him. He did choose to go skiing that weekend instead of joining us, but we thank 

him for sponsoring.  It was at Round One in Santa Ana.  They take good care of us and have great pizza. We had 21 bow-

lers and 2 eaters only. It was fun and you can see pictures in this issue of FAST Times.  

In March, FAST and Southern California Prosthetics hosted a continuation of the education series. Again Conal was the 

speaker.  He elaborated further on things he had told us earlier and also talked about the planned Trump Health Care Pro-

gram. He discussed how it could affect us.  Additionally, there were four vendors there so we could see the latest in feet, 

knees various supplies needed by an amputee. They were Ossur, Ottobock, Freedom Innovation, and SPS (the largest sup-

plier for all sorts of things in prosthetics and orthotics  – liners, sleeves, etc). It gave all of us a chance to look and see 

hands-on what is out there. Besides that, we always eat well at those meetings. This time is was delicious Mexican food. 

Our thanks to all who provided this. 

For those who have been wondering about Jake Bearden, I went to visit her and had a great conversation. I can report she 

is doing okay, but just has some issues which are preventing her from joining us.  

Maybe sometime soon she will reappear. We look forward to that. A special thanks to Fountain O & P  

for increasing the size of their ad. FAST appreciates the extra so that we can do special things for  

our members and speakers. Do hope to see all of you soon 

Bill 
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Bowling 2017 Photos 

 



     310.385.0567   |   310.943.1780 

              conaldoylelaw.com   |   amputeelawyer.com 

DOYLE LAW is a law firm that focuses on representing prosthetists and amputees in insurance 
and personal injury claims. Firm principal CONAL DOYLE is a right leg amputee who has 
walked with the aid of prosthetics for more than forty years.  He has an in-depth knowledge 
of the prosthetic industry and the daily struggles of every amputee. 

We provide a FREE consultation to the prosthetic industry and their patients to determine 
whether an insurance claim for prosthetic benefits has been wrongfully denied. The  Firm has  
a long track record of getting claims paid and obtaining significant six figure recoveries for 
amputees whose claims have been wrongfully denied. 

The  Firm has a national reputation as a leader in the area of amputee rights and personal 
injury litigation. Conal Doyle’s publication, “Glimpsing the Future for an Amputee” is  used as  
a guide for  litigation limb loss cases by attorneys across the nation.  The Firm  has obtained  
numerous multi-million dollar recoveries for the injured. Conal provides a FREE consultation. 
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Speaker’s Of The House  
 

This was another wonderful round table 

meeting sharing thoughts and ideas from 

all attending's.   There was also a new 

couple to join the meeting for the first time and eager  

       to learn and had many questions.                               1-14-17 

                            Conal Doyle    
Conal has been a veteran of the amputee community for  

46 years and  has contributed  an enormous value to his 

clients  and  to amputee organizations  nationally.  Conal 

offers free consultation to prosthetists, amputees and 
their organizations. Conal has been an amputee since 
birth but that has not stopped him from being a competitive skier.       1-28-17 

 

                       Yes this was our 2nd round table meeting  

                   this year sharing thoughts and ideas from 

                   all attending's. There was also a new attend 

                   (Art) to join the meeting for the first time and           
     eager to learn and had many questions.                                  

 

Several of the top prosthetic manufacturing companies presented their newest 

products and technologies. Sponsored by FAST and Southern California Prosthetics. 

3-11-2017 

2-11-2017 
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Jan. 14  

Jan. 28       Conal Doyle   

Feb. 11   

Feb. 25       Bowling Round 1, Main Place, Santa Ana 

March 11       Class at Mariner’s Church by Rick of SCP – 9 AM  

April 8       Scott and Hobart     

May 13   

June 10       Jim Semelroth from Southern Cal. Bluebird Club  

July 8    

Aug. 12       Bowling    

Sept. 9   

Oct. 14       Picnic   

Nov. 11       Rick Myers   

Dec. 10       Party  

 

Calendar for 2017 
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FAST Times is the publication of the Functional Amputee Support Team of  

Orange County, California, PO Box 7373, Orange, California, 92863-7373, phone (714) 284-5566,   
a not-for-profit organization whose sole purpose is to provide support for amputees. This non copy
righted newsletter is published four times each year, with a printed circulation of approximately 60 
copies per issue, which are mailed to registered members of the support group at no charge, and 
each issue is also available online when published, for those members who have waived the print 
edition, at: http://www.fastgroup.org - and will be distributed through an email link to all subscrib
ers who have waived the print edition.  

This link may also be freely disseminated to the general public around the world via the world
wide web (www). Articles appearing in the newsletter are based on the most reliable information at 
the time of publication. All copyrights belong to their respective authors.  

Advertising space contained within the newsletter is sold for the sole purpose of paying publi
cation costs, and no product or service endorsement on the part of this organization is implied or 
offered.  

Articles are solicited from both the membership and professional community, and those submit
ted on paper will be returned only upon receipt of a stamped, self addressed envelope. The pre
ferred method of article submission is by email attachment to:  
FASTofOC@aol.com – ATTN: Bill Platka, FAST President, Editor, and Publisher. Nancy Platka    
Assistant Editor, Gil Aguilar Treasurer, and Maria Lindahl Secretary. 
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